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TABLE 2 

Summary of Coding and Examples from Participants 

Themes Sub-themes Examples of issues discussed by participants 

Benefits of 

inclusion 

For students with ASD 

and parents 

Participation in the classroom and with classmates 

  Reduction in challenging behaviors 

  Skill development 

  Parents have access to a new social network 

   

 For classmates Increased awareness and acceptance of children 

with ASD 

  Social, academic leadership skill development 

   

 For teachers Enjoyment of seeing progress made by all students 

  Becoming a more effective teacher for all students 

Negative 

impact of 

inclusion 

For students with ASD 

who use AAC 

Increase in stress as a result of irregular routines 

  Environment with increased noise and activity 

  Increase in challenging behaviors 

   

 For classmates Increased noise in classroom 



  Challenging behaviors of child with ASD 

  Frequent class interruptions for service provision 

   

 For teachers Increased time required for planning and 

preparation 

  Increased noise in the classroom 

  Increased pressure from parents 

   

 For parents Dissatisfaction with time/attention from teacher 

  Unmet hopes/expectations for child with ASD 

Challenges to 

inclusion 

Parent-related challenges Fight to get child with ASD included in the general 

education 

  Finding an appropriate curricular match for their 

child. 

   

 Team-related challenges Need to schedule services and meetings 

  Need to understand roles and responsibilities 

  Need for time to collaborate 

   

 Teacher-related 

challenges 

Need for time 

  Need for appropriate supports 

  Need to accept child with ASD in the class 



   

 Classmate-related 

challenges 

Need to have answers to questions 

  Need for equal time and attention 

   

 Student with ASD who 

uses AAC-related 

challenges 

Need to deal with increased environmental activity 

and noise 

  Need for increased communication and social 

skills 

Supports for 

inclusion 

Parent-related supports Daily communication with school professionals 

  Provision of generalization opportunities 

  Positive attitude about inclusion 

   

 Administration-related 

supports 

Provision of training 

  Provision of time for collaboration 

  Provision of needed tools and materials 

   

 Team-related supports Willingness to collaborate with other team 

members 

  Push-in models of service provision 



   

 Teacher-related supports Positive attitude toward the inclusion process 

  Knowledge of individual student needs 

  Promotion of understanding of diversity 

  Adaptations to promote independent participation 

   

 Classmate-related 

supports 

Willingness to help the student in the classroom 

 
 


